

















WHITEPAPER EPO's Colour Drawing Standards and

Their Strategic Impact

Challenges and Considerations

While widely welcomed, challenges and considerations could include:

« Colour consistency and accuracy variations

« Training needs for drafting teams

« Higher preparation costs

« Integration with older monochrome filings

« Risk of unintended claim limitation if colour is described as a defining feature

The Way Forward

The European Patent Office's acceptance of colour drawings marks a pivotal step in patent
modernisation. Colour is not embellishment; it is information, but only when applied in a controlled,
reproducible, and legally robust manner. This transition reflects a broader shift in patent drafting,
where visual representation plays a more defined role in supporting disclosure and examination.

As colour becomes part of European patent practice, its effective use requires a careful balance
between clarity, compliance, and claim scope. Poor application of colour can introduce ambiguity,
reduce reproducibility, or unintentionally narrow protection.

At Elevate, we translate complex inventions into precision-engineered patent visuals, supporting
global law departments and law firms with a disciplined, technically grounded approach.

Our approach goes beyond visual execution. It is built on a structured methodology for technical
visualisation, where colour is applied with purpose and discipline. This includes:
« Defining visual hierarchies to support consistent interpretation by the examiner
Applying controlled colour schemes aligned with technical meaning
» Ensuring consistency across colour and grayscale outputs
Integrating drawings with claim structure and disclosure strategy

By combining drafting insight with advanced visual engineering, we ensure that drawings support
effective examination and strengthen the overall integrity of the application, without introducing
legal or interpretive risk.

In a landscape where visual communication is increasingly strategic, we enable our customers to
move beyond compliance and leverage drawings as a structured component of
effective patent disclosure.

g elevate contact.uus@elevate.law | Learn more at elevate.law 7













